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Elective surgeries, prohibited in Pennsylvania in March in an attempt to slow the COVID-19 pandemic and not burden

hospital vacancy, now have the go-ahead to resume in the state.

On April 27, the Pennsylvania Department of Health released additional guidance for hospitals and ambulatory

surgical facilities that provides elective surgeries may be resumed at the discretion of the hospital or facility.

Specifically, the department announced that hospitals may "begin to allow elective admissions and may begin

performing elective surgeries and procedures if the hospital makes an affirmative decision that it is able to do so

without jeopardizing the safety of patients and staff of the hospital ability to respond to the COVID-19 emergency."

The department provided nearly identical guidance for ambulatory surgical facilities.

For further guidance as to the appropriateness of resuming elective surgeries, the Department of Health referred

hospitals to the joint statement issued by the American College of Surgeons, American Society of

Anesthesiologists, Association of Perioperative Registered Nurses and the American Hospital Association.

Where applicable, the guidance offered by the Children's Hospital Association of the United States should be

consulted. The joint statement provides a number of benchmarks hospitals should consider before resuming

elective surgery and processes to maintain when reopening that segment of the surgical program, such as:

• There is a sustained reduction in the rate of COVID-19 cases in the relevant geographic area for at least 14 days.

• The facility has adequate beds, medical equipment, ventilators and trained staff to treat all non-elective patients.

• The facility has available testing to protect staff and patient safety.

• The facility has adequate personal protective equipment and medical supplies.

Additionally, the joint statement provides guidance as to case prioritization and creating the appropriate polices and

structures for all stages of surgical care. The Children's Hospital Association's guidance provides similar benchmarks

and additional recommendations for conducting case-by-case evaluations to stratify particular surgeries during this

crisis.

While further government approval is not needed to resume elective surgery, hospitals must update their emergency

preparedness plans, and all facilities must update the Pennsylvania Patient Safety Reporting System to indicate what

procedures are no longer suspended.

Now that the Pennsylvania Department of Health has authorized resuming the performance of elective surgeries,

hospitals and ambulatory surgical facilities must engage in a thoughtful analysis and evaluation of whether - and to

what extent - they are positioned to safely resume elective cases. 
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https://www.facs.org/Media/Press-Releases/2020/joint-resuming-surgery-041720
https://www.childrenshospitals.org/-/media/Files/CHA/Main/Quality_and_Performance/covid19/covid_032320_cha_pediatric_elective_surgery_guidance.pdf


If you have any questions regarding any of the latest guidance, please contact me or any member of the Barley

Snyder Health Care Industry Group.

DISCLAIMER: As we face an unprecedented time of legal and business uncertainty, we are working to

provide updates on the status of important legal news related to COVID-19. It is important to note that the

situation is changing rapidly and the information provided in our alerts is not intended to create an

attorney-client relationship. The information contained in our alerts is for general informational purposes only

and should not be construed as legal advice or a substitute for legal counsel. If you have questions about

your legal situation or about how to apply information contained in this alert to your situation or about how any

other information found on our website may affect your business, you should reach out to one of our

attorneys. We assume no responsibility for the accuracy or timeliness of any information provided herein or

by any linked site. As information changes rapidly, users are strongly advised to verify any information before

relying upon it.
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