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Individuals living and working in the U.S. on temporary visas may still want to hold off on plans for international travel in

2020.

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services has clarified that the June 22 executive order will not bar current

visa holders from entering and reentering the U.S., as long as their visas were valid before the order.

But it remains unclear if individuals with current H-1B, H-2B, J, and L visas will be able to travel abroad to renew visa

stamps that have expired. Foreign workers also face another hurdle in getting renewal stamps from embassies and

consulates abroad, due to COVID-19 closures of those facilities. So it remains uncertain whether individuals with

expired visa stamps will be permitted to re-enter the U.S. following international travel between now and the end of

2020 when the current executive order expires.

On Monday, the White House amended the executive order's language. That amendment, however, did not resolve

the renewal stamp question. Rather, it made plain that individuals with other valid temporary visas, such as a tourist or

temporary business visitor visa, are also barred from receiving the suspended work visas.

As uncertainty remains with the developing impacts of COVID-19, employers should advise employees on temporary

visas to avoid international travel and reschedule meetings and conferences outside the U.S. if possible, at least until

further clarification is provided. We will continue to update readers as clarification becomes available.

In the meantime, businesses or individuals with questions about the executive order should feel free to contact me or

one of the attorneys in Barley Snyder's Immigration Practice Group.

Barley Snyder summer associate Elizabeth Castillo contributed to this alert. She is a rising second-year law

student at the Temple University Beasley School of Law.

DISCLAIMER: As we face an unprecedented time of legal and business uncertainty, we are working to

provide updates on the status of important legal news related to COVID-19. It is important to note that the

situation is changing rapidly and the information provided in our alerts is not intended to create an

attorney-client relationship. The information contained in our alerts is for general informational purposes only

and should not be construed as legal advice or a substitute for legal counsel. If you have questions about

your legal situation or about how to apply information contained in this alert to your situation or about how any

other information found on our website may affect your business, you should reach out to one of our

attorneys. We assume no responsibility for the accuracy or timeliness of any information provided herein or

by any linked site. As information changes rapidly, users are strongly advised to verify any information before

relying upon it.
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